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THE QUESTION BOX 

The Wisconsin Historical Library has long maintained a 
bureau of historical information for the benefit of those who care 
to avail themselves of the service it offers. In "The Question 
Box" will be printed from time to time such queries, with the an- 
swers made to them, as possess sufficient general interest to ren- 
der their publication worth while. 



ORIGIN OF THE NAME "WISCONSIN" 

Do you issue any literature on the subject of the origin of the name 
"Wisconsin?" This subject of names is one of great interest to me and, 
strange as it may seem, it is quite difficult to obtain reliable information 
as to the origin of our states' names. 

Frederick W. Lawrence 
Brooklyn, New York 

Wisconsin is named for its principal river, but the origin of that 
name has never been satisfactorily determined. It had over twenty 
spellings on the early maps ranging from "Miscous" to the ordinary 
French form "Ouisconsin," Anglicized as "Wisconsin." An early 
governor of the state insisted on the form "Wiskonsan" until the 
present spelling was established by legal enactment. 

The United States board on geographic names gives the signifi- 
cance as "wild, rushing river" ; this is not accepted by our archeolo- 
gists, however, all the more that the portion of the river first seen and 
named was not of that character. A member of the Society's research 
staff is working out a theory of the name, but is not yet prepared to 
publish it. 

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATIONS OF SINSINAWA 

I write you today for information which is of vital interest to us at 
the present time. In March, 1918 among the Indian names given to 
ships by Mrs. Woodrow Wilson, "Sinsinawa" attracted our attention. At 
our request and through the courtesy of an official of the United States 
Shipping board. Saint Clara College was accorded the honor of naming 



